
 

 

From kindergarten thru 
high school, a typical child 
spends over 15,000 hours in 
the classroom 
 
A survey by the U.S. 
Accounting Office estimates 
that over 46 million 
students attend schools 
with unsatisfactory 
environmental conditions 
 
The Center For Disease 
Control (CDC) reports that 
asthma affects more than   
5 million school children 
and attributes more than   
14 million missed school 
days each year due to poor 
indoor air quality in school 
buildings 
 
According to a recently 
published article in the 
American Journal of 
Medicine janitorial workers 
experience the highest rate 
of occupational asthma, 
twice the rate of other 
workers 

CDC Tips for Flu Season 
 
The CDC recommends these 
every steps to protect human 
health: 
 
Cover your nose and mouth 
with a tissue when you cough 
or sneeze. Throw the tissue in 
the trash when you use it 
 
Wash your hands often with 
soap and warm water – and 
that you was your hands for 
15 to 20 seconds 
 

 
Use hand sanitizer only 
when soap and warm water 
are not available 
 
Avoid touching your eyes, 
nose or mouth – germs 
spread this way 
 
Try to avoid contact with 
sick people 
 
If you are sick with flu like 
symptoms stay home at 
least 24 hours after your 
fever is gone 
 
JIT Inventory Management  
Another significant benefit 
Score has been able to 
bring to its membership is 
Just‐In‐Time (JIT) Inventory 
Management. This concept 
focuses on purchasing and 
receiving products as they 
are going to be used, 
helping reduce the 
additional costs and risks  
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Did you Know 
I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Green Cleaning Certification for your District/Campus 

School Cleaning Redesign for 

the Environment (SCORE) was 

developed by Jim Sheffer, 

AmSan’s Director of 

Sustainable Building Care to 

offer school districts, 

community colleges and 

universities an opportunity to 

engage in a cost management 

curriculum designed to lead to 

Green Cleaning Certification. 

SCORE addresses the 

considerable challenges 

surrounding cleaning school 

buildings today: declining 

budgets, staff turnover, and 

increased public health 

awareness fueled by mounting 

evidence clearly indicating a 

direct correlation linking the 

health of school buildings to 

the wellness of students and 

teachers, and poor academic 

and occupational 

performance. This has caused 

growing concern in both the 

public  
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Schools that make the 

decision to go green in an 

effort to conserve energy 

and reduce consumption 

save the school operating 

costs. Those schools also 

provide their students first 

hand examples of 

sustainability. 

 

Where to Start            

Choose a resource area:              

ȚEnergy Usage                 

ȚWater Consumption 

ȚMaterial Selection      

ȚRecycling        

Green SAVES Green $$$ 

 Reduce Energy Costs  

Lighting accounts for nearly         

50% of the electric bill in 

most schools 

For every temperature 

degree you adjust on your 

thermostat, energy costs go 

up or down 2-3% 

A HVAC system is only as 

efficient as its least efficient 

component 

Reduce Water Consumption 

Low flow sinks, waterless 

urinals and flapless toilets 

reduce total water usage by 

as much as 50% 

 

Material Selection         

Consider the following criteria 

when purchasing:            

ȚImpact to Human Health    

ȚEnergy & Water Efficiency   

ȚResource Conservation        

ȚRecycled Content                   

ȚWaste Prevention Opportunity 

ȚAir, Water, Land Impacts 

Recycling                                

Recycling Programs that 

involve students directly teach 

responsible environmental 

habits they can apply at home. 

Diverting solid waste from 

landfills reduces impacts on 

municipal services 

 

 and private sector to ensure 
our schools provide a safe 
environment for learning 
leading to rise in legislative 
interest to mandate green 
cleaning in schools.  

SCORE encompasses the use 
of eco-sensitive products and 
procedures, along with full 
and comprehensive building 
evaluation and training 
components that raise 
awareness and promotes the 
health of everyone involved. 

We all want our schools to be 
clean and healthy places that 
are conducive to learning, 
teaching and working. 

The work undertaken by 

Green Cleaning Certification for your District/Campus 

Continued from page 1 

school custodial staff is a 
skilled craft and Green 
Cleaning is a professional skill 
set that requires both study 
and practice.  

SCORE provides certified 
training both on-site and on-
line 24x7.SCORE training 
curriculum is designed to 
ensure all custodial 
employees are properly 
trained and includes activities 
that address those outlined in 
the SCORE GREEN CLEANING 
MANUAL.  

SCORE GREEN CLEANING 
CERTIFICATION 

Is a comprehensive rating 
matrix that provides 

immediate, measurable and 
sustainable results and is 
consistent with Presidential 
Executive Order 13102, Green 
Cleaning Service Standards for 
Cleaning Services (GS-42), and 
the Guidelines and 
Specifications for the  State of 
Illinois School Green Cleaning 
Act. 

SCORE MEMBERSHIP IS FREE 

The program is self-funded 
with the purchase of eco-
sensitive products procured 
from AmSan with pricing 
reflective of that negotiated 
by the Schools of Illinois 
Public Cooperative. 
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òAmSan has become the 

resource to the SIPC for 

changing to green 

products, recycling, and 

implementing best 

practices.ó 

Dr. Kevin Settle,  
SIPC Chairman 
(Schools of Illinois Public 
Cooperative) 
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Today’s challenges demand committed business partners – not just vendors – willing to invest in cost 
management solutions that drive measurable results for their clients. AmSan is that partner. Our 
SCORE and ECOSOURCE Programs coupled with our one-on-one personal assessments, offer a proven 
blueprint for operational & environmental sustainability. We consider it our investment in the future. 
 
 
 
 
Lighting Assessment 
Å Evaluate your lighting needs. Energy efficient lighting solutions will significantly reduce total 

energy usage and operating costs: 
ï T8 & T12 Fluorescent Retrofits 
ï Compact Fluorescents 
ï Occupancy Sensors 

 
 
Temperature Control 
Å Programmable thermostats that keep your thermostats at 68 degrees instead of 72 degrees 

during heating season and 78 degrees instead of 74 degrees in warmer months if the building 
has air conditioning– a 4 degree difference  - can represent  12% energy savings overall 

 
 
HVAC System 
Å Is only as strong as its weakest component 

ï Make sure air filters and belts are well-maintained and system controls are 
calibrated correctly, including clocks, timers, and switches 

ï When possible, replace old, inefficient electric motors with newer, more energy-
efficient models  
 

 
Reduce Water Consumption 
Å Low-flow sinks, waterless urinals and dual-flush toilets reduce total water use by as much as 

50%. 
Å Students get a first-hand lesson in how to use water more conservatively.  
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absenteeism, through 
eliminations of reactions to 
harsh chemicals and 
environmental odors, 
potentially help your district 
see additional revenue and 
also help your district reduce 
unproductive labor costs. As 
Life Science Writer Andrea 
Thompson stated very clearly 
in the article The Truth About 
ΨDǊŜŜƴΩ /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ 
some traditional cleaning 
products are very dangerous 
to the end user, άCertain 
chemicals commonly found 
in conventional cleaning 
products present known or 
suspected problems for the 
people that use them and the  
environment once washed 
down the drain. Volatile 
organic compounds, used to 
enhance the performance of 
a product, can impair 

There are many reasons to 
get your school “green clean” 
beyond complying with the 
state mandates. There are 
significant benefits for your 
students and staff’s health 
and long‐term well being. 
There are benefits to the 
environment locally by 
reducing local dangerous 
chemical usage and 
nationally through purchases 
from manufactures that have 
brought their manufacturing 
processes into green 
compliance and become 
“Green Seal” and “Eco Logo” 
certified.  
Perhaps the most important 
reason to focus on green 
cleaning is the health of your 
staff and students. Having a  
healthier school can 
dramatically impact your 
budget. Reductions in 

neurological functions, while 
other chemicals can act as 
respiratory irritants, 
carcinogens or reproductive 
toxins, depending up to 
extent of exposure, according 
to the National 
Environmental Trust and 
other environmental 
groups.” Focusing on the use 
of green products not only 
helps you come into 
compliance with the state 
legislation but through the 
SCORE program helps you 
bring a healthy environment 
into your school. “ 

Why òGreen Cleaningó Makes Sense 
Contact: Jim Sheffer, Director 

of Sustainable Building Care 
Phone:  618.924.0272 
E-mail:  info@scorereport.org 

 

EcoSource is an AmSan exclusive value added program that provides an opportunity for you to 
adjust your MRO (maintenance, repair & operation) purchases to incorporate more green products 
and practices. You move at your pace and allow successes to drive subsequent steps: 
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SCORE utilizes AmSan for all janitorial and 

cleaning service equipment purchasing 


